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DOCKING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

The  Local  Health  Office, 

The  Rectory,  Church  Street, 

Wells-next-the-Sea,  Norfolk. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Report  is  again  late  this  year  and  I duly  apologise.  The 
usual  reason  for  this  is  insufficient  time,  but  in  addition  to  my  own 
difficulties  this  year,  the  Waterworks  Superintendent  and  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  have  also  had  to  shelve  it.  The  former  because 
of  his  work  with  the  Regional  Water  Scheme — the  main  achieve- 
ment of  the  Council  in  the  Public  Health  field  this  year,  and  the 
latter  because  of  staffing  difficulties.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  unable  to  produce  his  usual  comprehensive  and  valuable  report 
and  so  I have  only  been  able  to  publish  a Statistical  Report.  I hope 
that  for  1951  we  will  be  able  to  have  his  full  report  again. 

There  is  nothing  of  an  outstanding  nature  this  year,  fortunately, 
although  steady  progress  is  being  made  in  all  spheres  and  new 
legislation  is  coming  into  force,  the  effect  of  which  will  not  be  noted 
for  a few  years. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Docking  Rural  District  Council. 
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STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  C.  Johnston,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor : 
W.  B.  Jenkins,  M.R.S.I,,  C.S.I.B. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

G.  Llewellyn,  M.R.S.I.,  C.S.I.B. 


Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Miss  M.  Hewitt. 


W aterworks  Superintendent : 


J.  R.  Drysdale. 
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PART  I. 

General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1.  STAFF. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Jenkins  has  continued  to  be  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Miss  M.  Hewitt  has  continued  to  be  District  Clerk  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  throughout  1950. 

Local  Health  Office  Transfer. 

During  March  of  this  year,  The  Local  Health  Offices  were 
transferred  to  much  more  suitable  premises  at  the  Rectory,  Wells. 
These  although  better,  are  no  advertisement  for  a Health  Service 
Office. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  & CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  compare  the  Infectious  Diseases 
for  this  year  with  those  of  the  County  Council  as  a whole  (Table  13). 

(a)  Poliomyelitis.  Four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified 
during  the  year  and  in  each  case  all  usual  precautions  were  taken  in 
respect  of  contacts,  etc.  These  cases  occurred  at  Syderstone  (female 
aged  17  years),  Burnham  Market  (male  aged  24  years)  and  at 
Heacham  (two  brothers  on  visit  from  Middlesex  aged  6 and  11 
years  respectively). 

(b)  Sonne  Dysentery.  A case  of  sonne  dysentery  was  reported 
from  the  Dersingham  area  in  November,  and  it  was  discovered  that 
some  eighteen  children  from  the  Dersingham  V.P.  School  had 
suffered  from  diarrhoea  about  that  time.  Extensive  enquiries  were 
made  and  faecal  samples  taken  from  various  households  in  which 
the  children  resided,  but  these  gave  negative  results.  Swabbing  of 
food  containers,  etc.,  at  the  Heacham  and  Dersingham  schools 
proved  that  the  sterilisation  there  was  adequate,  but  although  further 
investigations  were  made,  the  cause  of  the  infection  could  not  be 
substantiated. 

(c)  Abortus  Fever.  As  a result  of  my  Annual  Report  last 
year,  a request  was  made  to  the  Council  to  make  Abortus  Fever  a 
notifiable  disease  in  this  area.  The  Council  decided  to  place  the 
matter  before  the  R.D.C.s’  Association. 

(d)  Tuberculosis.  The  position  regarding  Tuberculosis  has 
undoubtedly  improved  from  the  administrative  point  of  view. 
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(i)  We  are  now  receiving  from  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
copies  of  all  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors’  Reports  on  each 
household  visited.  These  reports  are  of  great  value  to  me,  as  they 
give  a good  indication  of  the  housing  conditions  of  patients  and  do 
help  me  to  make  some  attempt  to  control  the  disease  and  to  record 
details  of  houses  which  have  been  investigated. 

(ii)  Notifications  are  also  received  of  admissions  and  discharges 
to  and  from  various  sanatoria  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  been  able  to  carry  out  the  disinfection  of  households  and  premises. 

During  the  year  the  following  new  cases  were  notified  : — 

Case  Rate  per  1,000  Population 


13  Respiratory...  ...  ...  ,75 

8 Non- Respiratory  ...  ...  .46 

Corresponding  figures  for  whole  County  : — 

232  Respiratory...  ...  ' ...  .64 

91  Non- Respiratory  ...  ...  .25 


The  following  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  : — 

14  Respiratory.  7 Non-Respiratory. 

(e)  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  There  was  a high 
incidence  of  Measles  in  the  area  this  year  as  the  figures  show,  and 
constant  complaints  were  received  from  the  Public  that  parents 
were  not  keeping  their  children  in  quarantine  for  the  proper  length 
of  time.  Similar  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  children 
suffering  from  Whooping  Cough.  In  view  of  this,  I put  forward  a 
proposed  letter  to  the  Council  as  shown  in  Appendix  “ A ” and  a 
similar  letter  regarding  Whooping  Cough  as  shown  in  Appendix 
“ B.”  This  is  now  sent  out  to  parents  of  all  children  notified  to  me. 

3.  CANCER. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  39  as 
compared  with  31  in  1949  (see  Part  III.). 

4.  SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

There  is  little  to  report  in  this  section  during  the  year.  Plans 
are  still  continuing  for  the  Heacham  Sewerage  Scheme  and  I hope 
that  in  the  very  near  future,  permission  will  be  received  to  continue 
with  this  scheme. 

5.  RE-HOUSING. 

The  new  system  which  is  in  operation,  whereby  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  reviews  each  individual  application  for  a Council  House 
made,  has  proved  a great  success,  and  a summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  Department  is  included  in  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 
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6 WATER. 

(a)  Piped  Supply.  See  Water  Engineer’s  Report. 

(b)  Regional  Water  Scheme.  See  Resident  Engineer’s  Report. 

(c)  Wells.  The  position  regarding  wells  in  the  District  is 
unchanged  and  these  remain,  in  general,  unsatisfactory. 

7.  MILK  & DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

Seven  cases  have  been  dealt  with  under  these  Regulations 
which  are  now  in  force. 

8.  FACTORIES  ACT. 

During  the  year  12  inspections  were  made  and  no  defects 
were  found.  ^ 

9.  SHELLFISH. 

No  further  work  has  been  carried  out  apart  from  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  by  me  to  cleanse  mussels  in  Wells  Harbour.  I am 
still  waiting  for  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  to  take  some  action. 
The  position  is  still  dangerous. 

10  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  local  Voluntary  Home  Safety  Committee  has  done 
considerable  work  during  the  year.  The  Committee  has  received 
assistance  from  the  Council  in  that  I was  sent  as  a Delegate  to  the 
Annual  Congress,  and  also,  a film  strip  on  Poisonous  Berries  has 
been  purchased.  This  has  been  shewn  to  a number  of  Schools  and 
has  been  highly  commended  by  the  Head  Teachers  concerned. 
Endeavours  were  made  to  get  a poster  printed  on  this  subject,  but 
unfortunately,  owing  to  the  high  expense  involved,  this  could  not  be 
done. 

Lectures,  often  accompanied  by  films,  were  given  in  the  area 
by  various  members  of  the  panel  of  lecturers.  I believe  that  the 
work  carried  out  by  this  Committee  is  of  great  value  to  the 
community,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  continue  with  this  during  1951. 

11.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  Model  Byelaws  have  now  become  Byelaws  in  this  area, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  surveying  various  Food  Premises  in 
order  to  see  to  what  extent  they  have  complied  with  these.  This  is 
a very  large  undertaking  and  will  take  some  time  to  complete. 


12.  ICE  CREAM. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  this. 
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13.  ROYAL  NORFOLK  SHOW. 

On  June  27th  and  28th  of  this  year  the  Royal  Norfolk  Show 
was  held  at  Anmer  Park  and  I was  pleased  to  act  as  Hon.  Medical 
Officer.  This  Department  was  responsible  for  supervising  the 
Sanitary  arrangements,  and  my  report  on  the  Show  in  general  was 
fully  reported  to  the  Committee. 

14.  ROYAL  SANITARY  INSTITUTE  CONGRESS. 

This  Congress  was  held  at  Eastbourne  from  April  24th  to  28th 
and,  as  arranged,  I attended  it  as  representative  of  the  District 
Council. 

Quite  a range  of  subjects  were  discussed,  but  I can  only  describe 
the  Conference  as  disappointing  on  the  whole.  Instead  of  the  usual 
interesting  and  helpful  spirit,  everyone  gave  the  impression  of 
frustration  and  uncertainty. 

The  predominate  worry  was  about  the  whole  future  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  both  technically  and  financially,  and  most 
representatives  seemed  completely  occupied  with  individual  problems 
of  routine  work  which  appeared  to  have  overwhelmed  the  more 
constructive  ideas  of  preventative  medicine. 

15.  CONCLUSION. 

This  has  been  a busy  year  for  all  Departments,  much  more  so 
than  is  shown  by  the  reports.  New  schemes  and  legislation  have 
necessitated  considerable  work  which  will  not  show  up  for  several 
years. 

I would  like  to  conclude  by  thanking  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  its  support,  the  Clerk  for  his  co-operation,  and  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Water  Engineer  and  my  Clerk  for 
their  loyalty  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


PART  II. 

General  Medical  Information. 

1.  GENERAL. 

The  Committee  discussed  in  great  length  the  suggestion  raised 
by  me  last  year  of  Maternity  Beds  and  considered  that  the  beds 
available  in  the  Lynn  area  should  be  adequate  for  this  District. 
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2.  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

There  has  been  no  change  of  General  Practitioners  in  the  area 
during  the  year. 

3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Additions  to  last  year  : — 

Miss  Devlin,  The  Hostel,  Old  Hunstanton. 

Sedgeford,  Ringstead,  Holme  and  Hunstanton. 

4.  RED  CROSS  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

Brancaster  Staithe — Mrs.  Guthrie,  Brancaster  Staithe. 
Hunstanton — Nurse  White,  5 Hill  Street,  Hunstanton. 

5.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  No  neAV  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  were  opened  in  the  Docking  area  during  the  year. 

(b)  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  During  the  year 
the  following  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  opened 

(i)  Bircham  Newton — 2nd  Tuesday,  held  at  R.A.F.  Station. 

(ii)  North  Creake — 3rd  Tuesday,  held  in  Village  Hall. 

(iii)  Syderstone — 2nd  Tuesday,  held  in  Ex-Servicemen’s 

Institute. 

(iv)  Thdrnham — 2nd  Tuesday,  held  at  The  Rectory. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  Officer : — 

Dr.  G.  F.  Barran,  T.B.  Dispensary,  West  Norfolk  and 
King’s  Lynn  General  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(d)  Home  Helps.  Home  Helps  are  now  available  in  the 
following  parishes : — 

Burnham  Market,  Burnham  Sutton,  Docking,  Heacham, 
Hunstanton  and  Snettisham. 

6.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Isolation  Hospital,  Bowthorpe 
Road,  Norwich,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Dowsett. 

(b)  Public  Analyst. 

Dr.  Eric  Wood,  PH.D.,  A.R.C.E.,  F.R.I.C.,  6,  Clarence 
Road,  Norwich. 
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PART  III. 

(Medical  Statistics). 


Table  1.  General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  Acres! 

Estimated  Resident  Population  ... 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

87,386 

17,290 

/64,896 

£260 

Table  2.  Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

154 

10 

Females 

124 

11 

Total 

278 

21 

Total 

164 

135 

299 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population 

17.3 

Table  3.  Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

3 

Females 

2 

Total 

5 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population 

... 

.29 

Table  4.  Deaths  (all 

ages). 

Males 

108 

Females 

101 

Total 

209 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population 

... 

12.03 

Table  5.  Infant  Mortality.  (Deaths  of 

One  Year) 

Infants 

under 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

7 

Females 

4 

Total 

11 

Total 

7 

4 

11 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  36.79 
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Table  6.  Cause  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Asphyxia 

— 

1 

1 

Status  Lymphaticus 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Accident 

1 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Failure 

1 

— 

1 

Haemolytic  Disease  of 
Newborn 

1 

_ 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

— 

1 

Imperforate  Anus 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

4 

11 

Table  7. 

Cause  of  Total  Deaths. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Males 

2 

Females 

Total 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

7 

13 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs, 
bronchus 

4 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lym- 
phatic neoplasms 

11 

7 

18 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
systems 

11 

17 

28 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

8 

15 

23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

24 

18 

42 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

4 

3 

7 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory system  ... 

1 



1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 
diseases 

10 

15 

25 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

2 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

35. 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Total 


108 


101 


209 


Table  8.  Deaths  according  to  Ages. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

year 

6 

5 

11 

1 

and 

under 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

99 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

91 

20 

2 

— 

2 

20 

>> 

91 

30 

2 

3 

5 

30 

99 

40 

2 

— 

2 

40 

91 

50 

3 

2 

5 

50 

yj 

91 

60 

9 

5 

14 

60 

91 

91 

70 

21 

15 

36 

70 

91 

91 

80 

33 

36 

69 

80 

91 

91 

90 

27 

27 

54 

90 

11 

91 

100 

3 

8 

11 

Total 

108 

101 

209 

Table  9.  Cancer. 

The  following  table 
during  the  past  5 years  : — 

shows  the 

incidence 

of  cancer  deaths 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Males 

20 

14 

11 

20 

21 

Females 

15 

16 

15 

20 

18 

Table  10.  Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Population 

15.930 

16,140 

16,500 

16,680 

17,290 

Live  Births 

331 

339 

291 

263 

299 

Still  Births 

9 

7 

9 

8 

5 

Deaths 

243 

197 

198 

226 

209 

Infant  Mortality 

13 

13 

5 

7 

11 

Table  11.  Summary  of  Births 

and  Deaths  Rates. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Live  Births 

20.8 

21.0 

17.7 

15.76 

17.29 

Still  Births 

0.56 

0.43 

0.54 

0.47 

0.29 

Crude  Deaths 

15.3 

12.3 

12.0 

13.54 

12.09 

Infant  Mortality 

39.3 

38.35 

19.7 

26.51 

36.79 

13 


Table  12.  Births  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1950.  Provisional 
Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


148  Smaller 

126  County 

Towns 

Boroughs 

( Resident 

and 

Populations 

England 

Great  Towns 

25,000  to 

Docking 

and 

including 

50,000  at 

Rural 

Wales. 

London 

1931  Census) 

District. 

BIRTHS : 

Rates  per  1000  Population. 

Live 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.29 

Still  

.37 

.45 

.38 

.29 

DEATHS : 

All  causes 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

12.09 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Whooping  Cough 

.01 

.01 

.01 

.00 

Diphtheria 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Tuberculosis  ... 

.36 

.42 

.33 

.12 

Influenza 

.10 

.09 

.10 

.06 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (in- 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

cluding  Polioencephalitis) 

.02 

.02 

.02 

.00 

Pneumonia 

.46 

.49 

.45 

.29 

NOTIFICATIONS : 

Typhoid  Fever 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

.01 

.01 

.01 

.00 

Meningococcal  Infection 

.03 

.03 

.02 

.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

.75 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.37 

Diphtheria 

.02 

.03 

.02 

.06 

Erysipelas 

.17 

.19 

.16 

.00 

Smallpox 

.00 

.00 

.00 

00 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

15  79 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (in- 

.70 

.77 

.61 

.36 

cluding  Polioencephalitis) 

.13 

.12 

.11 

.23 

Paralytic 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

.05 

.05 

.06 

.06 

Food  Poisoning 

.17 

.16 

.14 

.00 

DEATHS : 

Per  1,000  live  births. 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

age... 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

29.8 

33.8 

29.4 

37.00 

under  2 years  of  age  ... 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

.00 

NOTIFICATIONS : 

Per  1,000  Total  Births. 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia 

5.81 

7.43 

4.33 

.00 

Table  13.  Infectious  Diseases.  (According  to  Age  Group) 


Under 

One  1- 

2- 

3-  4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

County 

45-  65-  Total  Total 

Scarlet  Fever  — — 

1 

2 — 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 13 

508 

Poliomyelitis  — — 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— — 4 

103 

Diphtheria  — — 

1 

— — 1 

6 

Pneumonia  — — 

2 

— — • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—6 

223 

Dysentery  — — 

Meningococcal 

1 

— — 1 

50 

Infection  — — 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 2 

13 

Jaundice  — — 

Weil’s  Disease  — — 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— — 4 

241 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 1 

3 

Total  — — 

3 

2 — 

14 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 — 32 

1147 

Table  14.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

County 

Total 

Measles 

64 

45 

122 

51 

273 

7596 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

15 

72 

35 

58 

2180 

Total 

74 

60 

194 

86 

331 

9776 

Table  15.  Tuberculosis.  (Details  of  New  Cases  during  1950) 


Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

0 

1 



1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

1 

3 

— 

15 

3 

1 

— 

2 

25 

1 

1 

— 

1 

35 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

55 

65 

1 

z 

' — 

— 

Total 

7 

6 

4 

4 

Totals 

13 

8 

Grand  Total 

21 

Table  16.  Tuberculosis.  (Number  of  Cases  on  T.B.  Register 
ended  1950) 


Males  Females  Total 

Pulmonary  ...  32  22  54 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  12  14  26 


44  36  80 


Total 
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Table  17.  Tuberculosis.  (Details  of  New  Cases  for  last  five  years) 


1946  1947 

1948  1949 

1950 

Pulmonary  ...  M. 

8 10 

6 3 

7 

...  F. 

7 7 

6 5 

6 

Non-Pulmonary...  M. 

2 1 

1 4 

4 

...  F. 

4 4 

5 1 

4 

Total 

21  22 

18  15 

21 

Table  18.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Scheme. 

The  following  table  i 

shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the 

children  in  Local  Health 

Area  No.  8 

, comprising 

of  Docking 

and  Walsingham  R.D.C.s  and  Wells  and  Hunstanton 

U.D.C.s  at 

31st  December,  1950: — 

Under 

School  Age 

School  Age 

Total 

Numbers  Immunised  .. 

1.826 

4,631 

6.457 

Estimated  Population  .. 

3,695 

5.684 

9,379 

Percentage  Immunised 

48% 

81% 

69% 
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PART  IV. 

Report  by  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

1.  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  for  matters  coming  within  the  purview  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  such  as  Abatement  of 


Nuisances,  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  Work,  etc.  ...  265 

Housing,  for  repairs  and  overcrowding,  etc.  ...  ...  108 

Interviewing  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  337 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Food  Premises,  for  Food  Inspections,  etc.  ...  ...  39 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Rat-infested  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  the  Public  Cleansing 

Schemes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  644 

Control  of  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  19 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Visits  ...  ...  328 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  into  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  57 

Premises  fumigated  after  Infectious  Diseases  ...  14 

Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies  ...  25 


Of  these,  11  were  satisfactory  and  14  unsatisfactory,  6 samples 
were  taken  from  the  Public  Supply,  all  were  satisfactory. 

Notices.  The  following  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  during 
the  year : 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  22 

Under  the  Housing  Act ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949  ...  7 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  against  one 
Dairyman  under  these  Regulations. 

Statutory  Notices.  Two  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act.  All  Notices  were  complied  with. 
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2.  HOUSING. 

Housing  Act,  1949.  Number  of  Applications  received  ... 

Number  of  Applications  accepted  ... 

Number  of  Applications  refused  ... 

3.  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  Public  Health  Department  Staff  interviewed  Applicants 
for  Council  Houses  in  the  parishes  of  Heacham,  Snettisham, 
Bircham,  Rudham  and  prepared  reports  for  the  Tenants’  Selection 
Sub-Committee.  During  the  year,  90  families  were  re-housed  in 
new  and  existing  Council  Houses,  and  in  the  temporary  Hutments 
at  Docking. 

4.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Ice-Cream  Premises  registered  during  the  year  ...  12 

Ice-Cream  Premises  registrations  refused  ...  ...  0 

5.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

6.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

I 

7.  SALVAGE. 

8.  SEWERAGE.  , 

9.  PUBLIC  LAVATORY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Council  considered  that  Public  Lavatories  were  necessary 
at  South  Beach,  Heacham,  and  at  Snettisham  Beach,  and  the 
building  of  these  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

I am,  Your  obedient  servant. 


There  are  no  special 
comments  necessary  in 
connection  with  these 
matters. 


W.  B.  JENKINS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PART  V. 


Annnal  Report  of  Waterworks  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  3 1st  October,  1950. 


1.  Pumping  Costs,  etc.  Water  Consumption 


Source 

Galls. 

Galls,  per  day 

Fring  Boreholes  ... 

... 

30,709,000 

84,000 

Fring  Boreholes  via  Booster 

to  Docking  Tower 

7,555,000 

\ 

21,000 

Docking  Well 

. . . 

159,000 

\ 

Hunstanton  U.D.C.  (in 

bulk) 

14,700,000 

40,000 

Pumping  Costs  and  Electricity  Consumed. 

Power 

Heat 

Total  Cost 

Cost  per 

Fring  Main  Station 

Units 

Units 

£ s.  d. 

1 ,000  galls. 

(Boreholes) 

Fring  Booster  Station 

57,960 

838 

404.13.0 

3.162d. 

(Docking  Tower) 
Hunstanton  U.D.C. 

9,277 

444 

66.  3.8 

2.1d. 

(in  bulk) 

— 

— 

612.10.10 

lO.Od. 

2.  Mains  Water  Supply. 

There  are  at  present  nine  parishes  on  mains  water  supply. 
Eight  are  supplied  from  boreholes  at  Fring,  and  Heacham  is 
supplied  in  bulk  from  New  Hunstanton  U.D.C. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  of  houses  directly 
connected  to  mains  or  otherwise  as  far  as  available  returns  shew. 


Estimated  Connected 
by  in 


Parish 

Houses 

Population 

Connected 

Standpipe 

1950 

Dersingham 

621 

1568 

458 

72 

14 

Ingoldisthorpe  ... 

136 

377 

103 

30 

9 

Snettisham 

533 

1260 

329 

90 

22 

Sedgeford 

229 

728 

93 

112 

3 

Fring 

43 

220 

9 

30 

— 

Docking 

410 

1400 

150 

180 

11 

Heacham 

848 

1900 

607 

120 

6 

Stanhoe 

108 

348 

76 

Nil 

76 

Bircham 

178 

842 

134 

Nil 

134 

Totals 

3106 

8643 

1959 

634 

275 
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The  above  figures  exclude  numerous  connections  to  mains  for 
other  than  domestic  purposes. 

The  water  levels  in  the  Fring  Boreholes  improved  during  the 
year  and  maintained  a steady  level.  The  lowest  level  recorded  was 
in  November,  1949,  when  it  was  22  feet  below  floor  level,  and  the 
highest  in  May,  1950,  when  the  level  was  9 feet  below  floor  level. 

As  a precaution  against  contamination  all  mains  water  is 
chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mains.  Numerous  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year  and  the  analyst’s  reports  have  all  shewn  that 
the  water  is  of  excellent  quality. 

3.  Mains  Extensions,  etc. 

(a)  Mains  extensions  are  being  carried  out  at  Groveside — East 
Rudham  and  P'enside — Heacham,  Housing  Estates. 

(b)  Numerous  services  have  been  undertaken  to  give  mains 
supply  to  various  dwellings  as  well  as  for  trade  purposes. 

(c)  The  Water  Department  have  relaid  all  salvaged  main  on 
Snettisham  Beach  on  the  seaward  side  of  bungalows  and  made  the 
various  connections. 

This  main  is  not  completed  as  delivery  of  new  asbestos  cement 
pipes  to  replace  those  lost  or  broken  is  still  awaited. 

The  work  was  carried  out  with  the  minimum  of  inconvenience 
to  the  people  in  residence. 

4.  Post-War  Development. 

The  Reservoir  was  completed  and  filled  for  test  purposes  from 
our  existing  pumping  plant. 

The  Contractors,  Messrs.  Shanks  & Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Hunstanton, 
have  made  excellent  progress  with  main- laying. 

5.  General. 

Ferrules  inserted  in  mains  for  domestic  or  trade  70 
Fountains  repaired  or  stand-pipes  in  lieu  of  ...  62 

Tap  washers  fitted  ...  ...  ...  300 

Ball  valves  re-washered  or  repaired  ...  ...  130 

During  the  year  considerable  time  was  given  to  the  Post  - War 
Scheme  as  water  was  being  supplied  for  test  purposes  on  the  new 
mains.  On  a number  of  occasions  Docking  was  without  water  for 
varying  periods  due  to  bursts  and  too  rapid  filling  of  trunk  mains. 
It  was  only  by  the  closest  co-operation  of  the  Resident  Engineer, 
the  Contractors  and  Water  Department  that  more  serious  dislocation 
was  avoided. 
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Sterilisation  of  parts  of  the  new  mains  was  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Department  to  afford  supplies  to  the  parishes  of  Bircham, 
Houghton,  Stanhoe  and  Syderstone  Council  Housing  Estate. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  expended  on  this  work  as 
the  Department  was  using  the  old  Tower  at  Docking  with  a total 
capacity  of  30,000  gallons  and  a pumping  capacity  of  only  1,700  per 
hour,  with  miles  of  trunk  and  service  mains  to  sterilise. 

The  Council  agreed  to  purchase  two  15  cwt.  Fordson  Trucks 
during  the  year,  one  for  use  by  the  Water  Department  and  the  other 
by  the  Resident  Engineer’s  Department. 

A new  electrically  operated  Chlorinator  was  purchased  to 
replace  the  existing  water  operated  one,  which  was  not  giving 
satisfaction.  The  new  one  supplied  by  Wallace  & Tiernan  has  so 
far  been  trouble  free. 

A Sharman  battery  operated  main  and  service  finder,  purchased 
to  assist  in  location  of  mains  and  services,  has  proved  a great  asset 
to  the  Department. 

The  Air  Ministry  having  agreed  (inter  alia)  to  12  Council 
Houses  at  Syderstone  being  supplied  with  water  from  Sculthorpe 
R.A.F.  Station  Tower,  these  houses  have  been  connected  to  supply 
by  the  Water  Department. 

In  conclusion  I may  say  that  a satisfactory  supply  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  with  the  exceptions  reported,  which 
were  remedied  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I am,  Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  R.  DRYSDALE, 

W aterworks  Superintendent. 
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PART  VI. 

Annual  Report  of  Resident  Water  Engineer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1950. 

1 . Headworks. 

The  Pumping  Station  is  nearing  completion,  the  pumps  are 
installed  and  electricity  powder  supply  connected. 

A slight  delay  in  starting  pumping  is  due  to  the  non-delivery 
of  one  special  reflux  valve  which  connects  the  pumps  to  the  Rising 
Main.  This  is  expected  daily  and  once  in  position  pumping,  into 
the  reservoir  can  commence. 

The  Reservoir  is  complete  awaiting  chlorination  and  water 
from  the  pumps. 

The  Water  Tower  is  nearing  completion  which  should  be 
effected  very  soon. 

2.  Mains. 

The  laying  of  all  mains  for  Stage  1 is  completed  (except 
connecting  up  the  10-in.  main  to  Stanhoe  where  a temporary  supply 
is  now  operating,  and  laying  a small  main  across  the  bridge  on  the 
Beach  Road  at  Holme). 

Stage  11  mains  are  completed  between  Burnham  Market  and 
South  Creake,  and  work  is  in  progress  from  Bircham  Tofts  to 
Syderstone  and  East  and  West  Rudham. 

I am.  Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  LEE, 

Water  Engineer. 
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Dear  Madam, 


APPENDIX  A. 

MEASLES. 


I have  been  notified  that  your  child/children  is/are  suffering 
from  Measles.  This  can  be  a serious  condition  and  you  are 
reminded  that  any  children  suffering  from  this  disease  must  not  be 
allowed  to  play  with  other  children,  but  must  be  confined  to  your 
house  and  garden  and  not  allowed  in  any  public  place  or  public 
vehicle  for  at  least  14  days  from  the  appearance  of  the  rash  or  any 
longer  period  as  directed  by  your  family  doctor. 

May  I also  remind  you  that  if  there  are  any  further  cases  in 
your  household,  it  is  your  responsibility  to  see  that  I am  notified,  even 
if  you  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  call  in  your  family  doctor  again. 

While  I hope  for  your  natural  co-operation  in  this  matter,  I 
must  point  out  that  these  are  legal  requirements  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


APPENDIX  B. 

Dear  Madam, 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

I have  been  notified  that  your  child/children  is/are  suffering 
from  Whooping  Cough.  This  can  be  a serious  condition  and  you 
are  reminded  that  any  child  suffering  from  this  complaint  must  not 
be  allowed  to  play  with  other  children,  but  must  be  confined  to  your 
house  and  garden  and  not  allowed  in  any  public  place  or  public 
vehicle  for  at  least  28  days  from  the  date  of  the  characteristic 
cough  or  any  longer  period  as  directed  by  your  family  doctor. 

May  I also  remind  you  that  if  there  are  any  further  cases  in 
your  household,  it  is  your  responsibility  to  see  that  I am  notified, 
even  if  you  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  call  in  your  family  doctor 
again. 

While  I hope  for  your  natural  co-operation  in  this  matter,  I 
must  point  out  that  these  are  legal  requirements  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


